
 

 Conference Schedule:   Friday, September 27  

  7:30 – 8:30 AM  Breakfast and Registration 

  8:30 – 9:00 AM  
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Jeff Rowe, MD 
Past SDACAP President 
Co-Chair, Early Childhood Mental Health Conference Planning Committee 
 
Nick Macchione, MS, MPH, FACHE 
Director, County of San Diego Health and Human Services Agency (HHSA). 
 

  9:00 –10:30 AM  Maternal Exposures in Pregnancy: Impact on Early Childhood Mental Health and Development 
Christina Chambers, Ph.D., M.P.H. 

10:30 –10:45 AM  Break 

10:45 – 12:15 AM  Perinatal Mood and Anxiety Disorders and Their Impact on the Developing Child 
Kathryn Hirst, MD and Gretchen Mallios, LCSW 
 

12:15 – 1:15 PM Lunch    

 1:15 –2:45 PM Breakout Sessions A 
A-1   Advanced Training in Assessment, & Treatment of Peripartum & Postpartum Mood & Anxiety     
         Disorders 

Amber Tindall Rukaj, MA, LMFT, Postpartum Doula 
A-2   Communication Delays and Challenging Behaviors 

Lorri Bauer, MS and Melethia Barnes-Cooper, MA, CCC-SLP 
A-3   Diversity Strategies in Dyadic Work with Caregivers & Early Childhood Educators  

Lily Cosico-Berge, PsyD and Marcia Elkins, MA 
A-4   Reflective Practice: What, Why, and How 

Christopher Walsh, LMFT and Sherry Hartwell, LMFT 
A-5   Supporting Caregivers Dealing with ADHD in Young Children 

Yi Hui Liu, MD, FAAP, Chadley Huebner, MD, FAAP 
A-6   Support and Innovations for Kinship Caregivers 

Myrtle Cassel, Alyce Belford, PhD RAS, and Cheryl Pfent,, PhD 
A-7   Supporting the Fussy Baby 

Maggie M. Kershaw, MSW and Jenna B. Peterson, MA 
A-8   Hope Infant Family Support-Resources for Preschool and Complex School-Age Kids 

Presenter TBD 
 

  2:45 – 3:00 PM Break 

  3:00 – 4:30 PM  Breakout Sessions B 
B-1   Coming to a City Near You:  Healthy Families America Home Visiting Program 

Pradeep Gidwani, MD, Kim Flowers, LCSW, RPF-II, and Kim Thomas, MA 
B-2   Supporting Caregivers of Young Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) 

Lauren Brookman-Frazee, Ph.D. and Karyn Searcy, M.A., CCC-SLP 
B-3   KidSTART: A Resource for Caregivers: Caring for Complex Children Ages 0 - 5 

Jeanne Gordon. MA and Meghan Lukasik, Ph.D. 
B-4   Young Children in Child Welfare:  Working Together 

Deb Stolz, Tillisha Martin, Esq., MS, CWLS and Roseann Myers, JD, RN 
B-5   SOAR- Sharing Our Awareness and  Resources- Pregnant and Parenting Youth 

Rosolyn Harper, MACP, IMF and Candace Hildebrandt, Psy.D., MFT 
B-6   Postpartum Depression in Men: A Whole Family Perspective 

Daniel Singley, PhD 
B-7   Parent-Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT) and Parent-Child Attunement Therapy (PCAT) 

Christina Moran, PsyD  
B-8   Exceptional Parenting of the Drug Exposed Child  

Susan Gibb 

  4:30 PM Evaluations and Sign Out 

Conference Schedule Saturday, September 28, 2013



 

   7:30 – 8:30 AM Breakfast and Registration 

  8:30 – 9:00 AM Opening Remarks 
Jeff Rowe, MD 
Past SDACAP President 
Co-Chair, Early Childhood Mental Health Conference Planning Committee 
 
Alfredo Aguirre 
Director, Behavioral Health Services 
San Diego Health and Human Services Agency (HHSA) 
 

  9:00 – 10:30 AM The Mystery of Risk Part 1  
Drugs, Alcohol, Pregnancy, and the Vulnerable Child 
Ira Chasnoff, MD 

10:30 – 10:45 AM Break 

10: 45 – 12:15 PM The Mystery of Risk Part 2 
Promoting Early Childhood Mental Health: Developing a Linked Maternal and Child System of Care 
Ira Chasnoff, MD 
 

12:15 – 1:15 PM Lunch    

  1:15 – 2:45 PM Breakout Sessions C 
C-1   The Role of Medication and Other Biological Approaches in Infants and Early Child Mental Health  

Joshua Feder, MD 
C-2   The Hourglass Teaching Model 

Shulamit Ritblatt, PhD 
C-3   Feeding Challenges / Feeding Team 

Haven Qualmann, MA, CCC-SLP, BRS-S 
C-4   Sensory Processing and Regulation in the Young Child  

Patti Webster, MA, OTR/L and Brooke Olson, OTR/L 
C-5   Community Resources for Fathers 

John Cox, John Filley and Bill Kessling 
C-6   Use of Video for Training Infant Mental  Health Professionals 

Sherry Casper, PhD, BCBA-D 
C-7   Exceptional Parenting of the Drug Exposed Child 

Susan Gibb 

  2:45- 3:00 PM Break 

  3:00 – 4:30 PM Breakout Sessions D 
D-1   Babies & Boots: When a Baby Joins a Military Family 

Kim Flowers, LCSW, RPF-II 
D-2   Reflective Practice: What, Why, and How 

Christopher Walsh, LMFT and Sherry Hartwell, LMFT 
D-3   Kindred Support and Caregiver Respite 

Deb Stolz 
D-4   Yoga for Families 

Bethany Orheim, RYT 500 
D-5   Clinician’s Toolbox: Therapeutic Interventions with Young Children and Their Caregivers 

Denise VonRotz, LMFT 
D-6   Treating Parents: The Impact of Parental Illness on Child Development 

Jeff Rowe, MD and D. Anthony (Tony) Jensen, MD 
D-7   Sensory Processing and Regulation in the Young Child  

Patti Webster, MA, OTR/L and Brooke Olson, OTR/L 
D-8   The Profound Impact of the NICU Experience 

Donna Garey, MD, and Martha Fuller, MA 
 

  4:30 PM Evaluations and Sign Out 

 


