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Implementing from  

Implementing Across  
the Country &the  

World
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Parasitic  
humans who  
are attracted to  
your success
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Cheating is  
annoying, and  
can be a  
problem with  
suppliers and by  
people who owe  
you and skim.

Attempts to steal  
your intellectual  
property (&  
money)

Liars in many  
forms cause  
great harms in  
innovation,  
science, &  
business
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Be carful of D.C,  
beltway bandits

This has caused the  
most harm to our efforts.

Lesson #1: No business school nor academic discipline  
teaches about human predators…(call me for info)
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“Social Sciences Are Not Entrepreneurial…”
…Aristotle - 319 B.C.

Common comment: “The first Good  
Behavior Game study was published  
52 years ago. And the paper is free  
at pubmed.gov, and so should the  
any version of the Good Behavior  
Game. It took us 15 years to make it  
fully scalable.”

• • Consider a very famous beltway  
bandit has received millions of dollars  
in 7 grants to replicate GBG, and  
each one of their efforts had no  
outcomes or even iatrogenic effects.

3 “Some Grants are a great  
place to steal money.”

…Roman Emperor, Caligula , AD 41
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The  
Problem  
with Policy  
Logic  
Models
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• The United States National  
Research Council and the Institute  
of Medicine report that mental,  
emotional, and behavioral  
disorders are preventable…

• Including ADHD, conduct disorder,  
depression, anxiety, even bipolar  
and schizophrenia.

• Plus all addictions & related  
violence or crime are preventable  
among young people.

When did you hear about this amazing conclusion?
When did your state and elected officials hear about this?

Dennis Embry PhD (c) 2020 5

WHY IS THIS UNKNOWN?

11th Annual Early Childhood Mental Health Conference

Grant reviews are a version  
of the Hunger Games
• Every competitive grant proposal for scaling up  

was never funded.

• It’s taken multiple efforts to get funds to follow-up  
students from this very, very rare replicated  
randomized, comparative effective trial.

• Every Surgeon General Report and Institute of  
Medicine Report for the last 25+ years have cited  
GBG as “best in class.”

• One project officer (Gail Ritchie) at Center for  
Mental Health Services read the 2009 IOM  
Report, and decided to $100K grants per year for  
five years to do GBBG, to 20 sites.That changed  
the everything in America and the world.
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18 of those funded grants used PAX Good  
Behavior. Every single site had positive, measurable  
benefits. The Centers for Mental Health Services  
officials reported that they never had ALL the  
funded grants have positive results. That triggered a  
major commitment from SAMSHA.
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The SAMSHA
Challenge:  

Results & Video
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Creating Significant Change and  
Addressing “Yes Buts”
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The Good Behavior Game Manual*

Jaylan S. Turkkan, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor of Behavioral Biology

Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences  
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine  

Baltimore, MD 21218

1985
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to Sheppard G. Kellam.
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WHY the
difference?
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Why not just let  
anybody encourage  
anybody or any  
organization or person  
sell the good behavior  
game?
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Schools should not be doing this; it’s the  
parents and families responsibility.
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But we have…
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PBIS
Social Emotional Curricula  

Mental Health First Aid  

Social Emotional Learning  

Anti-bullying programs  

Parenting programs

Must focus on academics

Mental health professionals in the building

15
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Born NOW?

These trends are
not the result of
over-diagnoses
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Use Hashtag: #SaveAllKids
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Cumulative Lifetime Prevalence of Disorders in US Adolescents (N=10,123)
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Merikangas et al., 2010

1-out-2 USA  
young adults will 
be afflicted with  
one or more of  
these disorders

by age 18

NOTE  
EARLY START

Age in Years Use Hashtag: #SaveAllKids
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Cumulative  
prevalence of  
psychiatric  
disorders by  
young  
adulthood: a  
prospective  
cohort analysis  
from the Great  
Smoky  
Mountains  
Study.
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Middle Cohort

Oldest Cohort
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EARLIER START

C
um

ul
at

iv
e

Pr
ev

al
en

ce

AGE
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 19 21

Copyright © 2012-2013, PAXIS Institute. May be reproduced in entirety with copyright notice •  1-877-GO-PAXIS • www.p18axis.org
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Wall Street  
Journal,  

12-28-2010
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The US had 75
million children
and teens 2009
40.4 million kids had  
one psychotropic  
med in 2009
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Trouble runs in packs: Disorders Among  
Adolescents with at Least One Disorder

There were few racial/ethnic differences in  
the major classes of mental disorders, with  
the exception of increased rates of anxiety  
disorders and LOWER rates of substance  
use disorder among Black adolescents  
compared to White adolescents.

There are HIGHER rates of mood disorders
among Hispanic adolescents compared to
Whites.
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Army Times, Nov 5, 2009 • www.missionreadiness.org/PAEE0609.pd
Use Hashtag: #SaveAllK2i1ds

Nearly 75 percent of the nation's 17- to 24-year-
olds are ineligible for service for:

•
•
•

•

Medical/physical problems, 35 percent.  
Illegal drug use, 18 percent.
Mental Category V (the lowest 10  
percent of the population), 9 percent.
Too many dependents under age 18, 6
percent.

• Criminal record, 5 percent.
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Source: Center for Financing, Access, and Cost Trends, Agency for HealhCare Research and Quality, 2006, 2011
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The cost of  
Mental Disorders is  
increasing $1 billion

per year
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Ratio of Young People to Seniors in the US
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Under 20
65 or older

When current 
teens retire,  
there will be  
one child to  
one senior

In 1950,
Five children to 1 senior

NOW: 2-to-1
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Generation Squeeze: Our Nation’s Young People are  
Increasing, but Not Fast Enough to Support Our Seniors

Use Hashtag: #SaveAllKids
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America has about 4 Million First Graders.
If every first grade classroom used PAX GBG  
well, this might well be the benefit to America

24
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My lessons learned
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Good prevention science saves children’s lives.

Good prevention science improves the lives of families.

Good prevention science improves communities.

Good prevention science dramatically saves money.

Good prevention science makes America safer.

Good prevention science reduces historic social injustice.

BUT

•
•

Good prevention science is not good for politicians who feed on conflict.

Good prevention science is not good for big pharmaceuticals, private  
prisons or politicians who receive donations from them.

• Good prevention will dramatically reduce pharmaceutical, law  
enforcement, and corrections costs that drive politics.
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Your thoughts? Your questions? Your  
suggestions?
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